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Furman is among the leaders of a commitment 
adopted by more than 400 colleges and universi­
ties to address global warming and pursue the 
goal of making their campuses climate neutral. 
The American College and University 
Presidents Climate Commitment is an effort 
to accelerate the research and educational 
resources of higher education to help equip society 
to restabilize the earth's climate. Modeled after 
a successful initiative adopted by many major 
U.S. cities, ACUPCC focuses on garnering 
institutional commitments to reduce and 
eventually eliminate global warming emissions 
on campuses. 
The group announced its intentions in June 
in Washington, D.C. 
Furman was one of the earliest institutions 
to join the commitment, and president David 
Shi serves in the ACUPCC Leadership Circle. 
He was one of the commitment's spokespersons 
at the announcement, where he said, "It is 
especially fitting that the higher education 
community take a leadership role in promoting 
sustainability and energy independence. Colleges 
and universities are the sources of most scientific 
research. 
"They are also the nation's seedbeds of 
creativity and innovation, and they were founded 
in perpetuity, to last forever. Colleges are one 
of our most important renewable resources." 
The ACUPCC institutions will create 
comprehensive plans to move their campuses 
toward climate neutrality, including such goals 
as use of renewable sources of energy, energy 
conservation, high performance "green" build­
ings, and curricular initiatives designed to 
educate young people about climate change 
and environmental stewardship. 
"Sustainability is at the core of the institu­
tional ethos," Shi said. "It's a global issue that 
encompasses virtually every area of academic 
study. We need to begin mobilizing our campus 
resources for the implementation of the com­
mitment." 
Furman celebrated the "Year of the Environ­
ment" in 2006-07, during which it began pur­
chasing fresh produce from local farms for the 
university dining hall, introduced a new concept 
in residential living known as the Environmental 
Community of Students, launched a project to 
revive and restore the heavily polluted lake, and 
broke ground for the Cliffs Cottage, a Southern 
Living home that, when completed in the spring, 
will be a model of green design, renewable energy 
and operating efficiency. 
All of Furman's new and renovated facilities 
are required to qualify for Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) certification 
from the U.S. Green Building Council, an 
organization that promotes environmentally 
responsible construction. Herman N. Hipp 
Hall, completed in 2002, was the first building 
in South Carolina to receive LEED certification. 
During the last year, Furman has also 
received awards from the South Carolina 
Wildlife Federation and the state chapter of the 
U.S. Green Building Council for its commitment 
to sustainability and conservation education. 
The university is among 25 institutions 
that comprise the steering committee for 
the American Council on Renewable Energy's 
Higher Education Committee. 
As a result of Furman's emphasis on 
sustainability, the university has been named 
one of the nation's 50 most environmentally 
conscious colleges and universities by KIWI 
Magazine. 
KIWI's first "Green College Report" 
highlighted 50 schools around the country 
that offer eco-friendly campuses and programs. 
Furman and the University of South Carolina 
were the only two South Carolina colleges 
listed in the report. Among other schools 
receiving recognition were Arizona State 
University, Cornell University, Duke University, 
Northwestern University and the University 
of North Carolina. 
KIWI Magazine is a bi-monthly publication 
dedicated to helping families live the natural 
and organic way. 
"Academia is historically such a powerful 
force in setting the trends for future generations," 
said Sara Gragnolati, KIWI's editorial director. 
"It's uplifting to know that institutes of higher 
learning are becoming champions of the planet 
and using their influence to instigate change." 
To see the "Green College Report" from KIWI 
Magazine, go to www.kiwimagonline.com. 
For more about the ACUPCC, visit 
www. president sclimat ecommitment . org. 
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